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For instance, species of Sphex generally catch, crickets and
locusts; Ammophila, caterpillars ; Sceliphron and Trypoxylon,
spiders; Bembex, Crabro and Mellinus attack Diptera, the
former frequently attending horses and other animals for the
purpose of catching Tabanidce. Ampulex and Astata are
known to attack cockroaches ; the latter is also predatory on
Pentatomidce. Tachytes prefers Orthoptera, and in some cases
they have been known to attack Mantids. Various beetles
of the families Curculionidce, Chrysomelidce, etc., are attacked
by species of Cerceris; Philanthus selects the formidable hive-
bee as its victim ; on the other hand, Psen and Pemphredon
catch such easy prey as Psyllids and Aphids respectively.

The Sphecoidea are much subject to the attacks of Chrysids,
Tachinids, Mutillids, and Ichneumons.

There are ninety-three species recorded in Saunders's cata-
logue of British Aculeate Hymenoptera.

Although the Sphecoidea have not been monographed in
Genera Insectorum, there are several books relating to the habits
of these insects, the most notable being Peckham's Instincts
and Habits of the Solitary Wasps, 1898. This work also includes
the Pompilidce.

Although the domestic economy of the Sphecoidea is fairly
uniform, the prey that is selected for the young is extremely
varied, so that it is difficult to determine the economic value
of the group. Those families which provision their nests with
Aphids and cockroaches are no doubt beneficial insects.
Sceliphron and Trypoxylon have been described as injurious,
as they destroy large numbers of spiders ; though until it haR
been proved that spiders appreciably reduce the numbers of
destructive insects, these interesting wasps can hardly be
termed injurious insects.

Group IX.    APOIDEA.    (Anthophila.)    Bees.
Some hairs, especially those on the thorax, branched or
plumose.   First joint of the hind tarsi enlarged or dilated*
This group of insects, known as " Bees," is very well defined
indeed.
The classification, however, is somewhat complex.   Originally